“Street” Photography and the L

1. Mo del releases are generally not required..
This is one of the biggest misconceptions about what is required when photographing people. Granted,
it never hurts to obtain a release, and it may be required if you are going to license your image
commercially. However, simply photographing a person in public @ieimncluding children and law
enforcement official® does not require either a model releasexpressed consent.

2. ...but use common sense.

There are certain exceptions to the above gener
expectation of privacy. o For example, ifmyoudr e
or bathroom window, you may be crossing an ethical and even legal line. If someone waves you off
when you try to photograph him or her, you may be well within your legal rights to take the shot, but
ask yourself i f itods alencatidmthatihrmeay yieddr Gordrontation asidey e n ¢
be respectful and considerate towards your subj

simply moving on.

3. Your rights as a photographer are broadest in public places.

For the most parthat means that as long as your shooting position is on public ground, you can
photograph whatever you wish; this includes subjects situated on private property but within public

view, such as a couple sitting on a restaurant patio that you can viewhgatreet or a waiter who is
taking a smoke break on his employer s back st e
need to obtain parental or guardian consent to photograph children on or visible from public property.

4.Just becauseappperty i s open to the public doesn’t ma
Locations often thought of as fApublic, 0 such as:c
and performance arenas may be subject to restrictions imposed by property owners onas poticent

their property. You are |l egally obligated to co

agents, such as an employee or security guard) to cease photography or even to vacate the premises.
Military bases, crime scenes, airports, muselensrgy installations, courthouses, public hospitals, and
certain government facilitie® while technically property owned by taxpayérsmay also be

physically (and sometimes photographically) off limits to photographers or subject to significant
limitations for security, privacy, or logistical reasons.

5. There may be restrictions on photography t he
public area.

Even broadly accessible public aréassuch as public streets and sidewdlksnay be subject to

restrictions on the use of certain equipment, particularly tripods, supplemental lighting, reflectors, and
similar. If your setup is likely to disrupt the general flow of traffic, interfere with administrative
activities, or c aagoedchance thdtyut needrapernatitoccondutt joarr e 6 s
photography as planned. In Washington DC, for example, photography is permitted but tripods are
prohibited on the Capitol grounds, national memorials, most Smithsonian museums, and the Metro
system.

6. Concerned parties have the right to approach you and inquire about your activity.

If confronted, be calm, respectful, and prepared to explain yourself. We live in a relatively fearful
society, particularly post 9/11. Accept that most approachésetherthey come from a private citizen
or a law enforcement officérare probably coming from an honest place of fear, defensiveness, or
concern. Confidently and honestly explain to those who ask about your activity that you are a



professional photographerphotographer taking part in a photo walk, or a photography student
completing an assignment (even if it is sedkigned). Any one of these explanations is very likely to
defuse the situation. If you are advised that your activity (or use of equipmprahibited, feel free to
respectfully ask for clarification as to the relevant policy, regulation, or statute and its terms. Broadly
speaking, private citizens may not detain unless they have witnessed a felony, and law enforcement
officials may detain onlif they have reasonable suspicion of criminal activity afoot. Neither private
citizens nor law enforcement officials have the authority to require that you delete your photographs or
relinquish your equipment (including film or memory cards) except veleéing in accordance with a

court order or in conducting of an arrest.

7. You are allowed to display and even sell the
If you had the right to photograph a subject or scene, generally speaking, you also have the tauthority
display the photograph as an illustration of art or nieasd that includes showing those images on

your blog, in print, in news media, and in your photography portfolio (print or online). Indeed, you can
even sell prints or digital copies of your stt@hotography. Things start to get more complicated when
Acommer ci al useo (typically tied to advertising
agencies that license images for both personal and commercial use tend to require a model release for
any photos that they agree to manage which contain a personally identifiable individual. If you are in
business, this may also become relevant to you as you put together your own promotional materials, in
which case you will need to ask yourself if youraige of an identifiable subject suggests some sort of
endorsement, advocacy, or sponsorship of your ok whether the inclusion of the subject is

simply a matter of illustrating your art.



